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LES 
WILLIAM Harvey, Eſq; 

High- Sheriff for the County of Tork, 

| | And to the 

GENTLEMEN of the GRAND-=JURY. 


WILLIAM WARD, Doctor of Laws, Foreman, 


Edward Challoner, Ess; [John Turner, Eſq; 
Hugh Bethell, Z/q; William Waines, E/q3 
Cuthbert Routh, E/q; | Joſeph Stillington, Eſq; 

John Twiſleton, Eſq; Thomas Brown, Eſq; 

illiam Garforth, Eſq; Henry Wickham, Eſq; | 
Francis Barlow, 115 William Dawſon, 20 5 
Thomas Fothergill, E/q; Mordecai Cutts, Eſq; | 
William Sotheron, Eſq; Thomas Atkinſon, Eſqz 
Richard Brathwait, Eſq; | William Kitchingman, EA. 
Richard Graham, Eſq; © ] Richard Darley, Eq; 
Nicholas Robinſon, E/q; John Sotheron, Eſq; 
William Turner, Eſq; ] Thomas Bawtry, E 93 
The following 


DISCOURSE 
Is Inſcrib d by 
Their moſt Obedient 


Humble Servant, 


RoBtRT-BURROW. 


PSALM LXXXV. Ver. x 10. 
M ercy and Truth ave met together, Righ- 


zeouſneſs and Peace have led each 
other. 


K . 
> SS. 
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„ I will not be neceſſary to enquire 
accurately and follicitouſly, whether 
theſe Words of the uncertain Pſal- 
miſt (for David it could not be) are 
to be underſtood of the then. preſent 
Felicity and combined Virtne of the Jewiſh Na- 
tion, after their Return from the Babyloniſh Cap- 
tivity : Or whether, as other Expoſitors think, 
they are prophetically or precatively deſcriptive of 
what ſhould be in ſome other Time to come; and 
what the good Man, full of Concern and Aﬀec- 
tion for his Brethren and Zeal for the publick 
Welfare ardently wiſh'd to Gop might be the Cafe 
of his Nation, and himſelf * be a joyful Wit- 
neſs of. 
+ "Fun Decifion of this is of: little or no u 
portance to us, ſince, according to either Inter- 
pretation and Opinion herein, the Words may 
afford us a oh. noe Occaſion to confider "Mevey, | 
Truth 
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Track and Righteouſneſs with hag” as bleſſing 
and adorning both private and publick Life. 

Tas latter of theſe is the Idea moſt directly 
here preſented to us; national Virtues and national 


Felicity, with a great deal of lively Figure and 


Ornament of Words, being the agreeable Sub- 
ject of this whole Pſalm. Nevertheleſs the for- 
mer Idea, viz. of theſe Virtues adorning private 


Life is very far from being here excluded. 


Tuxsx are two Conſiderations that ſhould not 


wholly be disjoined, and indeed the Things 


themſelves cannot be ſo, becauſe the Righteouſ- 
neſs of private Men, their Love and Practice 
of Mercy and of Truth, and all their Virtues do 
happily affect the Publick. 

Wa1can Truth 1 propoſe to- ſet. forth in 

ſuch a manner as may Influence us to the Practice 
of theſe Virtues,: and then : 
To conſider them more direttly as adorning pub- 
lick Life, and as met together in-ſolemn and moſt, 
conſpicuous manner for the Conſervation of the 
* Peace and Happineſs. | 

ANv this alſo I ſhall endeavour to do in ſuch. 


a manner as may help to excite us all to fill up 


the-Meaſure of our Duty as we are Men, and as 
we are Chriſtian Men aſſociated and concern d to- 


5 get her in Civil Life. 


1ſt. Tarn let us obſerve (and let us * the 
right uſe of obſerving) that the Virtues of pri- 
vate Men have an Influence on the Publick. 

Tuis ſort of Expreſſion which we ſhall have 
Occaſion in the Segue) to make uſe of, viz. Of 


privats 


KEN 


private Virtues or of private Life, it muſt be here ; 


premis d, is not ſo to be underſtood as if thoſe 


Virtues, or ſuch Life was in all eu wholly 
and abſolutely private. 
Turns can be no ſuch ming as abſelinely pri- 


I Life, where there is Government — where 


there is Society. Some Men are called priyate in 
reſpe& of others who bear eminent or fix'd and 
ſtated Parts or Offices in civil Adminiſtration 
and Matters that concern the publick Peace and 
Order: Yet theſe too are occaſſi onally calfd to have 
ſome leſſer Part and Concernment in Things, with- 
out which the Peace of the Community and the 
Courſe of Juſtice could not be e or 80 
regnlarly ns ry: Tr 

- Evsry one is calpd upon: as Occaſun [requires 
to bear ſuch their - reaſonable: Part: And if any 
ſhould abſolutely decline every thing of this ſort 
whilſt he is capable of it, he is an unworthy 
Member of Society, an unreaſonable and un- 
grateful Perſon; and he may juſtly be compell d 
to do his proper Part in ſerving the Com- 
munity and yen I 125 which he is "or 
refed. 

1 we Virtues hach ar practisd 1 pri- 
vate Life have a plain Relation to Society. For 
how can — and Equity, Faith, "Honour and 
Veracity be practisd without Society? Are not 
the Subjelts of them Promiſes; Covenariti, Con- 
rats; and ſuch I hings as in their Nature do 
ſuppoſe more than” one Plurty concerned therein? 
And are not even the priuaeſt Virtues of 3 

5 ä 


ik 8)) 
| ö nofted with and ern to the Pradic of cho 


E io * this Nurſery then of drives en 5 
ö that Righteouſneſs and Equity, that Mercy and that of 
Truth which are ſo reſpectable and amiable in mi; 
Courts of  Faſtices, and i in every eminent . * ext 
e A 161182 978 | or 
TR Foundation ad On ord; of thei aili 

| Uſefumeb who bear the moſt eminent Parts in too 
publick Adminiſtrations hes been laid ne in 2 tho 
vate Virtue and Integrity K 5 7 tur 
Fa on hence - from ar ry tant Cart our 
to diſtinguiſh betwixt Right and Wrong in mi- 1 
outer things frequently and ordinarily oecurrent, the 
come the Senſes to be well exercis'd, and the Mind mir 
woll imbud with Virtue. Hence both the quick que 
and ready Senſe and Ability to judge well in will 
Things of more publick Nature and Importance, Mir 
and the well try Reſolution not to recede the Cou 
leaſt from the Rule and Dictates of Equity. as t 
A PrxsoN's Dignity or Office do not unt by 
his. Virtues. No, the very ſame Qualities which 1 
always made and fhew'd: him amiable where he eln 
was ſeen comparatively but by a few, now ſhew laſti 


kim advantagiouſy; to.a 4 ge Croley and mike be 
8 hin 2/ofol: in an uwpler. Punt. WY oft, 
„Tux ue ee f his Chatge: will deed mes oa 
bim denbly careful and ſtudious ti preſerve and to 
exalt the Virtues: he was before poſſeſed of, * 


The wiſeſt and the beſt of Men are never above on 
the Neceſſity. of careful ln 19--<uſddarps ben 
8 on their Virtues. bal Benef 


Evskr 
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Ey EAT part Po Portion of Life demands 
ſome. of this Care, and the moſt. momentous 


and fulleſt Parts of it undoubtedly require the moſt 
of it: Nor can the Importance of publick Ad- 
miniſtration of Juſtice, the very ill and wide 
extending Conſequences. of a negligent and wrong, 
or the contrary important Conſequences of a 


diligent, exact, and careful executing of Judgment, 


too much employ the private Meditations of 
thoſe that are therewith: intruſted. But to re- 
turn to and proceed in the Eſtabliſhment of 
our Propoſition : 
Tuk ſame Thing at cally. ; appear in ano- 
ther Branch or Inſtance, viz. That the publick Ad- 


miniſtration and Courſe. of Juſtice, and conſe- 


quently the Peace and Welfare of a Community, 


Minds of thoſe who are occaſionally -calld into 


3 l 


will be either obſtructed or promoted as the. - 


Courts of Juſtice, have been well or ill tinctur'd, 
as their habitual moral Temper. has been torm'd. 


by their ordinary Courſe of Life. 


Ir this be too * plain a Truth to attempt. an 
elaborate Proof of, in a controverſial or in a ſchas- 


laſtic Way, yer is it of Importance enough to 


be inculcated in regard to Practice and fs the 


ern of our Lives. | 


« £ 
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* Thang the contrary hereto may for any Thing tha? 1 
know be held by ſome, and may indeed be decuc'd as a proper 
Corollary from a general Maxim that has not very long ago 
been advanc'd amongſt us, vi Thar private Vices are fublick 


rs 
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CoxsipEA we then, that a Man who has 
| habitvated himſelf to a Violation of Truth and 
Right in his private and common Life, to ſatisfy 


a great and a long indulged Avarice or Malice, 


ſuch a one will in Courſe make no Scruple to 
do the fame Things in a Court of Juſtice when he 
can equally gratify the ſame Paſſions, and when 


| he apprehends no ill Conſequences to himſelf 


by a Diſcovery of his Iniquity. And thus he 


renders himſelf moſt highly obnoxious. to divine 


Anger, whilſt at once he Sins againſt his own 
Soul, and' introduces ſuch 8 of Miſ- 
| chief amongſt his Brethren. 

Bor to carry this on in the _ ee 
Way, ſince it may be as uſeful, and ſince Ar- 
guments addreſs'd to Men's Ingenuity have in- 
deed, if they are at all hearkned to, the beſt 
and fulleſt Effect. Suppoſe we any good Man 
whatever ſammon'd to bear his Part in the exe- 


citing of Judgment; his Part and Acting there 


muſt of Courſe be good and uſeful. The Man 
will {till be like himſelf ; for how ſhould one 
that has ever lovd and practis'd what is fair 
and juſt, that has been accuſtom'd to ſpeak and 
to do TrxuTH in Retirement and comparative Pri- 
vacy, be moy'd of a ſudden to contradict all his 
former Life, to change his habitual Sentiments 
to extinguiſh a lively Senſe of Honour and Pie- 
ty, and a Principle gradually grown into great 


Strength and Vigor — to extinguiſh it, I ſay, in 


a Moment, and be capable of Unrighteouſneſs 


and Falſehood in the moſt important Matters and 


in 


7 1 6 
in | the moſt flagrant Mumer in the Gates * his | 
Cit | 
Fs a Man be of 5 Rank in Life * of this 
Degree there are always the moſt in all Communi- 
ties) but a Lover of Truth and Equity. Should 
ſuch a one, as ſuch frequently are, be required to 
give his Attendance at the Seat of Judgment, mean 
as he is, he is not without Significancy and ſome 
Importance there. He bears his Teſtimony con- 
cerning any Fact he is examin'd in, with Sanftiry 
and Honour. For the pooreſt Man may and ſhould 
have Honour. His Integrity is his Honour, as it is 
his Treaſure. His Poverty does not weaken his 
Evidence. When his Character appears to be 
good, it has Weight and Credit — as much at all 
times as a richer Man's Teſtimony, and a great 
deal more, if the Veracity of that richer Man ſhould 
upon good Grounds be doubted of, and a Blot ap- 
pear upon his CharaQer. 

Now. by this Occaſional, and as it might ſeem 
but very ſmall part of publick Life, this Man is 
thus calld to and thus diſcharges, Iniquity is in 
ſome Degree weakened (and by many ſuch In- 
| ſtances conſequently in a great Degree) and Right 
| ſupported. And this poor Man, though he be 
not of equal Significancy with the poor Man that 
ſhould directly ſave 4 City, yet he has his Merit, 
his Uſefulneſs to the Publick : And he has contri- 
buted his Mite to the Conſervation and to the free 
Courſe of rar which is a greater Security to a 
City than Towers and Walls even of Braſs of 
THAT Without which a. People muſt neceſſarily 

YI | make 


„4 5 | 
make a contemptible Figure amongſt their Neigh- 


bours, and be in the moſt miſerable Diſorder and 
Confufion amongſt themſelves. 


Tuis, I ſay, is what the pooreſt. and meaneſt may . 


do. Others of greater Abilities, of better Edu- 
cation, of greater natural or acquir'd Endow- 
ments and of the ſame good Qualities and ad- 
herence. to Virtue may, as they ſhall happen 
to bear any ſuitable Part in forwarding of pub- 


lick Juſtice and conſequently promoting Truth 


and Peace, undoubtedly be capable of giving 
their Neighbours and their Country a larger In- 


rereſt and Profit ariling from their routed 


and every way cultivated Virtues. 
Tus natural Combination that there is of Vir- 
tues with one another, as Moraliſts generally ob- 


: ſerye, and which the Text might give us a fair 


Occaſion, would the Time permit it, to ſpeak 
more Jargely of, this does not when the Thing 
1s rightly underſtood, and too much Rhetorick does 
not mix it ſelf with it, at all interfere with any 
Motives'or Exhortation to Men to cultivate Vir- 
tues, and with much Care and Application to 


add to Righteouſneſs Truth, to Truth Mercy, to Mer- 


cy Faith, Patience, pious Hope and Truſt in Gop, and 
in a Word every Grace and Virtue that can be 
nam'd or thought of. Well may a ſingle and de- 
tachel Virtue —a Virtue that is by ſome odd Inct- 


8 * 2 


* All tuded 4 in this Paratheſis was omitted in the Preach- 
ing from a Fear, and as I now. think a ncedleſs one, leſt the 
uſual Time Mould have been . exceeded. 


dent 


(13) 
dent. ſeparated and torn away from its naturally 
individual and dear Companions, make but an odd 
and contemptible Figure, and be uncapable of pro- 
ducing any conſiderable Quantity of Good, or of 
contributing to the Good and Happineſs. of Man- 
kind with any Uniformity, with any Gracefulneſs, 
or with Certainty. Well may ſuch a Virtue droop, 
languiſh, and die. . 

Fus common Obſervation is certainly juſt and 
good, That Virtues are of Kin as it were to each 
other, ſo that, where no Obſtruction is put, it is 
in the Nature of them to introduce each other, 
and to dwell together in the ſame Breaſt in the 
moſt friendly and agreeable manner. We may 
uſe the Expreſſions and Figures which. the Text . 
furniſhes us with and ſay, that they naturally and 
kindly meet together, or that they meet together and 
kiſs each other. 

Bur then we are to mind this withal (and good 
Life and Practice is not a little concern'd in our 
attending to it) that it does not follow from what 
has been ſaid, or from what can be ſaid truly of 
the Concomitancy and natural Combination of Virtues, 
that one Virtue does introduce another, and ſo 
the whole Chorus of them is introduced into any 
Man's Heart whilſt he is aſleep, or without his Care to 
implant and to cultivate and-cheriſh every one of the 
Virtues he is poſſeſs'd of. 

We may make uſe of an Alluſion upon this 
Occaſion where there will be no Danger of 
even the warmeſt Imagination being - ſtruck too 
Wa 500 ſtrongly, ſo as to dwell vpon the Fi-: 

gure 


* 


( #) 


4 


| gure to the loſs of the Subſtance and practical In- 


ſtruction. And this Alluſion may be the more 


proper as it is ſuggeſted to us by, or may. at 


leaſt very naturally ariſe upon the Conſideration 
of our Jet together with its Context. For there 
we ſee an Increaſe of Righteouſneſs and other Vir- 
tues, and an Increaſe alſo and plentiful Produce 
of the Fruits of the Earth together deſcrib'd, to- 
gether Pye of, together pray'd or | hop'd 
for. 

Now " Seeds of all the vegetable World, 
of Herbs and Fruits ſo neceſſary to the ani- 


mal Life of Men, theſe all from the ntrinſick 
Nature and eſſential Properties of them, together 


with a Suitableneſs of Soil, and with the kindly 


Dew of Heaven, in a Word, through Gopy's 


Benediction and Conſtitution, do increaſe and mul- 
tiply, we ſee, in a very ſurprizing Manner. 


Nevertheleſs this does not ſuperſede the Hus- 


bandman's cont inual Care and Labour to improve 


every Advantage. There is ſtill room left, there 


is ſtill Occaſion, nay, there is ſtill even abſo- 
lute Neceſlity for his Vigilance and Pains. 
- Any it is the ſame in Spirituals. The Ar- 


MIGHTY FaArTHER has not formed Man without 


a Capacity, without a natural Principle, a'Pxo- 
LIFIC Principle of Virtues; neither did he leave 
this his excellent and ſuperior Workmanſhip with- 
out his ſuitable and ſuperior Benzpicrion. He 
has bidden Virtues to encreaſe and multiply and 
to grow up kindly together in the Hearts and 
Lives of Men, the Dew of Heaven watering them 


' alſo. 


(ag) 
alſo. But withal it is a Parr, of this wiſe Con- 


ſtitution and Appointment: of the ALMIGHTY, 
that both the Fruits of the Earth and the in- 


finitely better Seed of Virtue ſhould: be cultivated 


and improv' d bs M nn Care and Lav 
our. ] 


Mercy, Truth, and Righteouſneſs more direttly as 
adorning publick Life, and as met together in Salemn 
and moſt Conſpicuous manner for the Conſervation 
of the publick Peace and. Happineſs 3 

Anp here it would be abſurd not to have 
an Eye and reverend Regard firſt of all to the 
Royar Tarons, by which, and Authority thence 
deriv'd, all publick Juſtice is Walter and 
Peace preſery'd amongſt us. 

Fox the ROYAL AUTHORITY | does x eſentaly 


actuate the Law, and Sire Life to o all W 


Adminiſtration. | 
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3 Hence our Courts of r are held expreſely in 
the King's Name; and the Royal Influence. is. ſo directiy and ful 
y recogniz d, that the King is eſteemed and ſaid even 70 be pre- 
ſent in his principal Courts of Juſtice. And though ſome Courts 
amongſt us are not held expreſily in the King's Name, yet this is 
by no means an Argument that the Authority therein exercis'd 
is not derived from or dependent on the Crown. For nothing is 
plainer than that Biſhop's Courts, for an Inſtance, which are zoe. 
held in the King's Name, (i. e. not expreſsly) are yet held by the 


King's Authority ; all Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction, as is wellknown, 
having been long ſince entirely annex d to the Imperial Crown 


of theſe Realms. The Power to do what is done in Eccleſia- 
ſtical Courts. is EY our Conſtitution plainly deriyed from the 
King. 


Bor I: am now, in the ſcond Place, to coder 


* 
: RD. 
a. Soars, _ OT 
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| (76 )) 
Nax is there a Polity ſo complete and hap- 
py; ; never is there a more duly bounde'! or a more 
grateſul Li EAT A than under the Government 
of a KinG guiding Himſelf as well as Sovern- 
ing his Subjects by SrarED Laws. . 
Tuis was what a very wiſe and very eminent 
School of antient Contemplatiſts much (and with 
good Judgment much) admir'd and loy'd. But they 
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Teſtamentary, Matrimonial, and the like. And further the whole 


Juriſdiction of Eccleſiaſtical Per ſons, auatenu, in foro exteriori, 


is confeſs'd: on all Hands (ſays Biſhop Gibſon in the Introducti- 
on to his Code) to be deriv'd from the Crown. 
Ap to the ſame Purpoſe it may be obſery'd, that in other 


Courts, which are not uſually and cuſtomarily called the King's _ 


Courts, the Judges are delegated or commiſſioned to the Purpoſes 


and Buſineſs wherein they are reſpectively employ'd by the King. 


Even thoſe which, by Reaſon of their comparative Inconſide- 
rableneſs, have the leaſt viſible Marks of an Authority deriy'd 
from the Crown, muſt certainly act by Virtue of the King's 


Laws — muſt act in Virtue of ſome Authority, which Autho- 


rity muſt in its Reſource. be the King's Authority... It is plain- 


ly againſt the King's Crown and Regality to ſet up or to ac- 


knowledge any Court which ſhall claim not to derive its Au- 
thority either immediately or mediately from the Crown. The 
King is Supreme Governour in all Cauſes Eccleſiaſtical, as well 


as Civil. He is the Fountain of all Adminiſtration of the one. 
|, fort, and of the other, agreeably both to the Statute of Ap- 
_ peals, viz, 24 Henry VIII. and other Statutes of that and ſome 


nearly following Reigns, and alſo to our later Laws. Byt 
nothing that has here been ſaid can be drawn (unleſs it be by 
Violence, and forcing of it againſt its Purport and my Intenti- 
on) to ſupport or fayour any fuch Notions as— That the King 
is by our Conſtitution above or excepted from the Law; or — 


That He can ſingly conſtitute and make ger. or — Fa diſpenſe 
with the Laws amongſt us. 
| had 


King. This could never bear a Diſpute in Relation to Cauſes 5 


tl 
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(17) „ 
had not our Felicity. For a well regulated Com- 
munity and good Laws under Kingly Government 
was what Plato himſelf, and many or moſt of his 
eminenteſt Diſciples, admir'd bur in Idea only. 

In ſuch a Government, the People having 
a certain allotted Share of Power and Legiſla- 
tion, but yet without (and at a Kiſfcient” and 
great Diſtance from) Democracy; the Confuſi tons, 
the unreftrain'd, exceſſive, tumultuous Liberties or 
rather Licentiouſneſs, and other Evils and great 
 Inconveniencies of Democracy, or as it is more 
commonly tho? not more F call'd, Repub⸗ 
licaniſm, are unfelt. 

Fax remov'd from Ariſtocracy, or the joint ſup- 
preme Government of ſome principal Perſons, the 
violent Contentions, and dangerous Rivalings of pow- 
erful Men, their ſecret Aims or their more open 
attempts of exalting themſelves reſpectively to a 
greater Share in the Adminiſtration than is al- 
lotted them, or even'of exalting themſelves, as is 
frequently attempted, to ſole Supreme Power, are 
at a diſtance all, and never break in upon our Tran- 
Juunry and Peace. 

$arz alſo from Tyramy— Safe from the Iron 

Sceptre and arbitrary Rule, we know our Happi- 
neſs, and let Heaven be Witneſs to our Gratitude, 
that fo we may be ever Safe from it! for nothing 
brt our Ingratitude and our Sins can bring that 
Accumulation of Miſeries upon us. 
Tu is a State perhaps of yet ex- 
tremer Miſery. and Confuſion — a State where 
ey: Man does that which is right in his own 
C Eyes 


. 1 18 1) 

| Eyes without Controul —where every. Man eſti. 
mates himſelf his own Injuries, 5--e. Injuries done 
or ſuppos'd to be done to him, and proceeds up- 
on his own Eſtimation of them- to puniſh the 
Doer of them; is his amn Judge, and the other by 


an equal Right his own Fudge too, and ſo the Ball 


of Injury -is- return d and ſtill kept up, and the 
eternal Continuance of Strife, of mutual Hatred, 
4 of Violence and War unavoidable. - 

Var it may be here obſer vd withal, that Tyran- 
ny is beſides its own proper. Evils attended is 
ſome Degree with the common Evils and Miſeries 
of Anarchy to. 

Many. of the ſame Efecl: are woducd, — 
different and diſtant ſoever they may appear to 
be from one another, by Anarchy and by Tyran- 
ny. And the living under a Law mutable and 
chang'd every Hour at the Caprice and Humour 
of a Tyrant | 1s not in reality Thiving under any 

Law at all. 


" 


Bur ve v bo live under a legal Government, under 


a truly good and gracious King, whilſt we conſider 
our Happineſs, and make it a Motive to T hankful- 
neſs to Gop, and to all loyal Duty and Affection to 
the King's Majeſty, ſhould add alſo this other prac- 
tical Reflection, viz. that We ſhould be the moſt 
inexcuſable of all Men, if we ſhould cxerciſe Hran- 
ny over our Brethren, or ſhould pretend to be the 


—ͤ—ͤ 8 — 
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* 80 in Maximus Tyrius, ToAs uαεoαν is mois Avouore 
But Authorities are needleſs, and it is plain that Reaſon led him 
| ay judicious Men i in all times to ſpeak in that manner. 


Fudger 
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| Judges and Avengers of our real or Fappaſe Wrongs 
and Injuries. - 

UNDER ſuch conan then, aa thus en- 
courag'd and enliven'd by Royal Influences thro' Gov's 
Mercy to us, Juſtice appears amongſt us in its 
ſolemn. Seat, with a Form that is lovely as well 
as Venerable, and i in its * proper Company and 
Retinue. 

As to Turn there is indeed no abſolutely 
certain Method of coming always at the Know- 
ledge of ſo much of it as will enable Men (how | 
righteous and how wiſe ſdever) to determine 
clearly of ſome Things call'd ints Queſtion. 
And for that Reaſdn private Mens Veracity in 
their bearing Teſtimony is of the greater Con- 
ſequence to the publick Peace and Welfare. 
Tour has often been ſaid to lie i 
it were in a Well ; the old Philoſopher, 
others after him who us'd that or other like „ 
Expreſſions, en > 1 preſume, Seculatibe | 
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The 4 ˖Ä⁊1ͤ— 0 of our - Kings may 3 properly — 
be referr'd to here, not only as being pertinent to the preſent 
Point in hand, but as being alluſive alſo, it ſhould: feem, to 
the very Text, and expreſſing ſome of the Words of it. Sc 
therefore in Biſhop Kennet s Regiſter and Chronicle; p. 667. 
(vel alibi) an Oath, taken at the, Coronation oſ King Charles 

II, and there intimated to be one of the ſal. Oaths upon tl 
Occafion. © For the Biſhop of London as Deputy to the Arch- 
biſhop'of Canterbury firſt asked the King his Willingneſs to 
take the uſual Oath, and then ſays inter alia, Sir, Will you 
to your Power cauſe Law, Juſtice and Diſcretion with Mercy 
and Truth to be executed according to your Aae 2, Ta 
Which the King anſwers, Twill. 
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or Theological Truth. But. perhaps this might 
not be unjuſtly apply'd in ſome Caſes to Tru 
Facts too. For 8 

Inis fort of Truths lie fa ſo deep that 
common Report and. even Hiſtory it ſelf, which 
ſhould be very accurate and exact, do not al- 


ways draw them out, do not always preſent 


them to us clear and without polluting Injury. 
A caRxrvri and exact Man finds a great 
deal of Pains muſt be taken in the Courſe of 


his own Concerns and Commerce with Mankind 


to know what is really Fact or otherwiſe. And 
ſo likewiſe it is a Point of very great Conſe- 
_ quence that is to be attended to in Judicial 
' Proceedings to obtain the Knowledge of Facts, 
and the true and real State of a. Caſe, without 
any kind of unfair or miſchievous Art or ond 
gine. And 

Ir may not be uoſvitable to the Occaſion to bint 
with Brevity that an Ox rn (all Abuſes of it apart) 
comes not at all under, any Thing of this but a 
ale contrary Notion and Character. 

Tux ſolemn Invocation of and Appeal to the 
Perry, the Oath of Gop was pointed out ſo 
plainly by the Light of Reaſon as a proper Me- 
thod of coming at Truth on this Occaſion, 


as well as of ſpewing publickly a Senſe of Religion, 


that it has been in common Uſe at Tribunals, 
and in the Adminiſtrations of. publick Juſtice, 
in all Ages and Nations of the World. 
Now as the whole Drift of the Chriſtian 
ragen and all its e do eien teng 
ro 


K 


to the Advancement and the Peace of Soclety, 
and the Promotion (in all Inſtances) of the 
publick Good : It cannot be conceiv'd, if it were 
for that Reaſon only, that our Bleſſed: Saviour 
ſhould wholly interdit amongſt his | Diſciples 
the Uſe of Oaths, which do when they are not a- 
bus'd ſo direct iy and plainly tend to the Ad vance- 
ment of Society andthe Preſervation of Peace and 
Juſtice amongft Mankind: 

Taxy are evidently inſtrumental i in putting an 
End to Content ions, and in confirming and quiet- 
ing Mens Minds in dubious and dark Matters 
concerning the Truth of what is thus ſolemnly 
aſſerted, according as the Apoſtle obſerves, Hebr. 
vi. 16. That an Oath is for . and an 
End of Strife. 

Hap Oaths been in themſelves unlawful or 
improper they would not by. God's Approbati- 
on and” Appointment have been in n e 
his People the Jems. 

"Tux Scripture juſtifies what was above inti- 
mated that an Oath was an Act of. religious 
Worſhip. Deut. vi. 13. Thou ſhalt fear the Lord 
thy God and ſerve him, and ſhalt ſwear. by his 
Name; and in the Prophet Jeremiah, c. iv. 2. 
there is a parallel Place ſhewing that the above- 
named People were allow'd and commanded. 10 
ſwear by the Name of the Lord, or as the Lord 
liveth;, and there is this Admonition withal, which 
is always either expreſs'd or imply'd, that it 
be done in Truth, in whe ard; in Ker 
pune 
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„r bs apt a Mean as this is in it ſelf for the 


bringing Truth to Light, yet has a Curt f | " 
"Faſtice (ſuch is Mankind h) a great deal more El 
to do than barely to adminiſter Oaths to Men T- 
and to hear what —_ m_ in Evidence there. Jy 
moth ants by mm 4 
Divronanc, more or leſs Aifigrcelng; and (1! 
[inetiiies abſvtntely and entirely contrary Teſti. il ſa 
monies are to be heard with parient Attention, to St 
be compar'd and weigh d together ;, as alſo the Chu- W- 
rafters of Perfons, and mam Circumſtantes to be 2 
5 Srongnt into a nice and an accurate Scrutiny. BER th 
Ap by this means, and by the peculiar Ad- ou 
vantages of a greater Number of Men being hear! Cl 
Together, and Perſons of Abilities and Experience thi 
concurring to make the proper Enquiries, and to i 
give their Senſe of the Reſult of them, we may Se 
very eaſily conceive, that a fuller Diſeovery of "446 
important Truth, ſuch Truth as we are ſpeaking | ver 
of, may be made in a Court of Juſtice than out of ane 


It. Thöeſe are the Places we may reaſonably ex- 
pect to ſee it manifeſt it ſelf in = N 


| and fal). | 
Tus then, the Truth Fatts, Fn true State 4 
bf 4 Caſe once appearing; a true Judgment-and whi 
Deciſion of the whole Controverſy is ordinarily nov 
made with little Diffeulty; or if there ſhould mar 
i be any ſtill, our Courts of Juſtice have either im- wo 
| ® melliutely or in their proper | Reſorts, all the Se- * 
= critics that human Wiſdom can provide againſt of f 
= ehe making even in nice and arduous Cafes, an t 
| | erroneous Deciſion or unrighteous Sentence. K 


Bor 


r 


Bur to noon, NE: eee Mzxoy now 


as appearing in the publick een a 
Juſtice amongſt s. | 


A Man muſt be; a very great 4 to our 
judicial Proceedings, to the Spirit of our "Laws, 
and to the Temper and Spirit of our Nation, 
(which as we are a free People can not but be the 


ſame) who can' imagine us to be deſtitute of or 


greatly: defedive i pklick Morey. and H 
nity. - 6 

Tus good Nature ot our Aucliors n 
the divine Goodneſs has taken Care for us that 
our Laws are not wrote in Blood, Which was a 


Character of ſome antient Laws remarkable * 


their Rigor and Severity. | 
_ SanGuINaky;Laws for * Matters of Religion 
Gop be thanked, we have none. 

Tun Wheleſoumeſs of Cruelties (or even of Se- 
verities) in regard to Errors and Miſtakes of quiet 


and peaceable Men ds a Notion too . contrary 


to good- Senſe as. well as to good Nature for 
ar Hans to be tinctur d with it . 5 
NEITHER 


* If cb be any old Sls Laws, relating to Papiſts 
which are not directly repeabd, yet they have long lain and do 


nov lie ſo very dormant, that we may look upon them in a 


manner as obſolete, or at leaſt it is the Senſe of our Superiors 
and of the Legiſlature that they ſhould be over - look d. 5 
And poſſibly it may be queſtion'd too whether ſuch Laws 
could ever be ſaid to have related merely and purely to Matters 


of Religion. 


t * Men of refined * exalted Bain IE that 
penal Laws in Matters of Religion are ſeldom adviſeable. 
"TP 
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„Ns rd are our Tribunals Witneſes to bar- 


| | barous or inhumane Proceedings of any ſort. 


Fon real and certain Crimes, for Crimes that 


do indeed come under the Cognizance of the 
Magiſtrate, there muſt be proportionate, and there 
fore of Neceſſity ww" muſt be tories" ca- 


paw Puniſhment. © 
> NorutNG-can bete be dan by Meiey 4 a 


| than that the whole Affair and Proceſs. ſhould 


be conducted and carry d on (and is it not fo 


amongſt us 2) with Patience and charitable Ten- 


derneſs of Mens Poſſeſſions, Characters, Liberties, 
and moſt eſpecially of their Lives; that all Op- 
portunities ſhould be given and ways open for 
Perſons arraign'd and impeach'd of any Crimes 


whatever, to make their Defence. 


Dozs not Publick Merey wait on all that ever 
are brought to our Bars of Fuſtice with Expreſſions 


of Good-nature and Charity? a Charity that hoperh 


all Thing. that Hopes that Innocence and not 


Guilt * may re 5 pag ries and Patience leave 


them 
— 


They would not * contribute os the making them ; and 
% when they. are made would be glad to have them generally 


« lie dormant. . They know that no Authority of Man can al- 
te ter the Nature of Things, or Juſtify a cruel or unjuſt 
Sentence in the Sight of God. They are ſure, that if to pu- 
e niſh Men for their Opinions be not very right, there is no 
% Medium, it muſt be very wrong. *Tis publick Robbery or 
Murder to deprive a Man of his Life or Goods for his Reli- 


gion, if it be not juſt in it {ſelf to do ſo as well as legal“. 


E. and Diſcouragements, &c. p. · 3 


4. 
* Ow'it paroit, oommonly pronounc d Culprit, anſiver'd i im- 
* medal upon the Perſons having pleaded Not Guilty. I do 
not 


tt 
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them not in any. Part of their Tryal. The lam- 
natory Sentence” it ſelf is not nnn either wich | 
Piety or with Charity. f 


Axp publick Mercy attends yet e 25 
PRisoxs have within their Melancholy Walls 


ſome reviving Beams of publick as well as of pri- 
vate Charity by way of Proviſion for the Bodies 


and for the Souls too of the ſad Inhabitants. 
Tus cruel Injuries which one, and that much 


the moſt numerous, Diviſion of that unhappy 


Part of our * Fellow - Citizens and Brethren have 
of late been known to have ſufferd, in thoſe 
Places where cruel Men thought Mercy! had no- 
thing to do, and (fooliſh as they were) that the 
Eye of 'publick Fuſtice could not Penetrate into theſe 
Injories have with true Chriſtian Sympathy 


been reſented, and ſtrong Proviſions made by 


publick Care and Authority againſt inhuman and 


barbarous Oppreſſions of the an miſcrable for 


the time to come. 
Tuus Mercy makes the Lives of Men eral 


in Places which it cannot Demoliſh, or ſet the Doors 
of them Promiſcuouſiy open. The Doors of our 


Priſons however are not the very Gates of 


Death, are not abſolutely unrepaſſable. 


* A * —Y 4 1 
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not indeed remember my Authorities for this Interpretation 
of Cuiprit, yet I believe it may paſs for the true Interpretati- 
on, or at leaſt for a very probable one, without vouching any 
Authority, which others may be able to do ge arn not. 
In the largeſt Senſe of te ROW” : * 


D Pue: _ 
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very lately, we have ſeen, and to general Satif. 
faction it may be preſum'd, open d them to a con- 


ſiderable Number of unhappy. Perſons, who may 


very aſefuly, we hope, as well as joyfully enter again 
into the ſwert and gladſom Air of LinA TY, and 
participate again in all ſocial Duties and com- 


mon Privileges with the reſt of their Brethren. 
Ap fo does the Ror xl CLEMENCV ſometimes 


open theſe Doors alſo to Priſoners of another 


fort — to ſome more excuſable or compaſſionable 


Male factors in conſideration of | ſome particular 
 Circumſtances,. and where the . Publick is humanly 
| Lernen from Suffering any Damage. 


Purricx Mercy can do no more. It cal 


| at be ſtretch'd ſo as utterly to take away all 


damnatory Sentences and every thing in it ſelf of 
an odious Nature, that thro' Mens own Follies and 


Crimes, do attend the publick Adminiſtration of 
Juſtice; it would be Brolen, and —_ de Broker, 


together with it, if it were. 


It 1s evident that this would not bit 900 Pity 


or Mercy, but Cruelty to Mankind, the better 


Part of, which would loſe hereby all the Benefit 


and Protection they propos d to themſelves by 
Sxial Life, and would: be left without any Place 
of Refuge or Hope of Reſcue to be prey'd on 
and devour'd by violent and wicked Men. 
Ix a Word, Anarchy. would follow from ſuch 
2 Detaching of Mercy from all its natural Compa- 
nions ; from thus Sacriſicing Juſtice, 1 ſay; nat to 
Mercy, 10 to the 1 and Ghoſt of __ 
ND 


1 27 15 . 
1 His 1:6 think is all that need be ſaid of 


publick Ron rgousxxss or JusT1cs here diſtinct- . 


ly by itſelf, becauſe we have had ſo often Occa- 


fion to touch upon it in ſpeaking of its Kinp- + 


RED, — its COMPANIONS,—and of its SOLEMN 


Skar and place of ſhewing it RIP in the moſt 


conſpicuous and obſervable manner. 

Sincs therefore things thus relating to pub- 
lick Adminiſtration, far above the Sphere of 
private Men to conſtitute or to meddle in, do by 


the great Mercy of Gop thus conſpire with our 


private Virtues, whatever the united Quantity of 


them be, in our common Happineſs; Let us. ſet our 
ſelves to raiſe as large a Sum and Quantity of it 
as poſlibly We Can, our of. Love to our Country as well 
as out of Love to our own Souls; conſiderable Morives 
both to Men that are either Ingenuous or Wiſe ! _ .. 


Lr us contribute every one of us in our pro- 


per Sphere all we poſſibly can to the preſervation 


of the publick Peace, and therefore to all re- 


gular Courſes and Proceedings that belong there- 
to, with all manner of Chearfulneſs. 


A finally, let us as we are botinden, and 
zoun« by fo. many, ſo ſacred, and ſo agreeable. Tie 


* 


yield ever without any Remiſſi jon, a hearty and 


chearful Obedience to our Good and gracious King 
whom Gop in his great Goodneſs to us has ſer 
over us, together with a quiet, peaceable and re- 


ſpe&ful Submiſſion to thaſe that are put in Authori- 
ty under him, not for themſelves but for the Pre- 
ſervation and Promotion of our See Hap- 
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